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Citrus Heights Chamber of Commerce Calls for Reopening of Citrus Height’s Economy 
grassroots campaign calls our COVID-19 guidelines that  

Threaten small businesses 
 

(Citrus Heights, CA): Today, the Citrus Heights Chamber of Commerce announced that it has 
launched a grassroots advocacy campaign that will draw public attention to COVID-19 safety 
guidelines that use imprecise data to determine whether communities can begin the process 
of safely rebuilding their economies. The campaign entitled “Open Citrus Heights” began today 
by sending a letter to Sacramento County’s health director questioning the rationale of state 
social distancing guidelines that shut economies down based on where a city is located, not 
whether they have reduced the number of COVID-19 cases. 
 
In a letter (link) to the county health director, the Citrus Heights Chamber of  Commerce’s 
Interim Executive Director wrote, “When so many residents are out of work and our children 
do not have the benefit of in-class instruction, we believe that our State has reached a point 
when healthcare authorities should have greater flexibility to consider smaller geographical or 
political boundaries that better reflect local health conditions”. 
 
Resent press counts reveal that Citrus Heights neighbor El Dorado County was awarded the 
state “Orange Tier” designation, allowing businesses to expand and reopen, while Citrus 
Heights and surrounding cities are held to a stricter standard, but only because they are located 
in Sacramento County. 
 
Reflecting the concern of small businessowners who believe they will be shut down for the 
foreseeable future, Ebbitt also wrote, “while not by design, the state’s new tier system is 
essentially picking winners and losers in the marketplace, resulting in Citrus Heights businesses 
being partially or temporarily closed, and others have gone our of business for good. 
Essentially, the economic sustainability of our community is not based on conditions within our 
city boundaries but conditions elsewhere in the county that are beyond the control of our city’s 
political leadership.” 
 



With the winter and holiday season quickly approaching, several Citrus Heights small business 
owners are underscoring the urgency of the Chamber’s request. 
 
The Christmas holiday season is a major source of revenue for Citrus Heights retailers and 
restaurants. With cooler weather setting in and online sales increasing, continued restrictions 
on commerce could have a devasting impact on small businesses and cities dependent on sales 
tax to fund public services. Consumers are likely to turn to online shopping in greater numbers 
as restrictions continue to severely limit store capacity. 
 
“Many Citrus Heights businesses are hoping this Christmas shopping season will generate the 
robust sales they need to stay in business and hopefully recoup some of their losses,” says Ray 
Riehle, owner of A-Applied Mailing Service. However, this is unlikely when the capacity of 
stores is so severely restricted. The best Christmas present the Sate could give its economy 
would be better data that allows retailers in safe communities to better serve their customers.” 
 
Supports of “Open Citrus Heights” are being asked to join an online petition found on 
www.opencitrusheights.com. In addition, a social media campaign was launched that will 
feature a series of videos beginning with the chamber’s Interim Executive Director, Diane Ebbitt 
(video). 
 
The Citrus Heights Chamber of Commerce represents over 250 members and is the 
community’s leading advocate for economic growth and jobs. www.chchamber.com 
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