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October 20, 2020 
 
Dr. Olivia Kasirye 
Public Health Officer 
Sacramento County 
 
Dear Dr. Kasirye, 
 
As recently reported in the press, El Dorado County (EDC) received permission from state public 
health officials to move in the “Orange” (moderate) tier for reopening under California’s new 
COVID-19 safety guideline. We congratulate El Dorado County, this news highlight’s a growing 
concern that the way the state’s guidelines are structured will result in Citrus Height’s economy 
remaining partially closed for the foreseeable future. 
 
It is evident to businesses and customers that the state’s newly released safety guidelines lack 
consistency and transparency. Further it’s absurd to place reliance on a system that uses county 
borders as part of its evaluation, rather than a process that more precisely evaluates the health 
and safety of a community. 
 
While not by design, the state’s new tier system is essentially picking winners and losers in the 
marketplace, resulting in Citrus Heights businesses being partially or temporarily closed, and 
others have gone out of business for good. Essentially, the economic sustainability of our 
community is not based on conditions within our city boundaries but conditions elsewhere in 
the county that are beyond the control of our city’s political leadership. 
 
When so many residents are out of work and our children do not have the benefit of in-class 
instruction, we believe that our state has reached a point when healthcare authorities should 
have greater flexibility to consider smaller geographical or political boundaries that better 
reflect local health conditions. More precise data could result in sound public policy that allows 
safe communities to reopen their economies and better allocation of public resources to 
communities in greater need.  
 
Many restaurants, gyms and other businesses do not have the infrastructure required to serve 
guest outdoors during cooler winter months and given current limitations on the number of 
patrons allowed in a store at one given time, brick-and-mortar retailers will not be able to 
compete with online sales this Christmas Holiday. 
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Placer and El Dorado Counties are open for business. Should Sacramento County fail to act now 
their residents will continue to shop and dine elsewhere wherever there is a greater availability 
of goods and services. I can assure you that the economic consequences of using county 
political boundaries has not been fully realized, both for the county and for all the communities 
that lay within. 
 
We applaud all you do to keep our community safe. We look forward to the day Citrus Heights 
businesses and schools can open completely, based on the best available science.  
Sincerely, 
 
 
Diane Ebbitt 
Interim Executive Director 
 
CC: Citrus Heights Council 
       Sacramento County Board of Supervisors 
       Assemblyman Ken Cooley 
       Dr. Mark Ghaly, Secretary of the California Health and Human Services Agency 
 


